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LuKe 9. 55, 56. 


But he turned, - and rebuked them, and ſaid, Ne 
know not what manner of Spirit ye are of ; it 
For the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy - {Rf 
mens lives, but to ſave them. "R1h 


Mong many other Things , 
a 22D 


\# which may juſtly recommend 
E7-2 BY! che Chriſtian Religion to the ap- 
SEP probation of mankind, thein- 
trinſick goodneſs of it is moſt 
apt to make impreſſion upon the Minds of 
lerious and conſiderate men. The Miracles 
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of it are the great external evidence and 


confirmation of its truth and Divinity , 
but the morality of its Do&trines and Pre. 
cepts, ſo agreeable to the beſt Realon, and 
wiſeſt apprehenſtons of mankind, ſo ad- 
mirably fitted for the perfecting of our 
natures, and the {weetning of the (pirits 
and rempers of men, fo friendly to hu. 
man Society, and every way ſo well calcu- 
lated for the peace and order of the World. 
Theſe are the things which our Religion 
glories in as her crown and excellency, 
Miracles are apt to awaken and aſtoniſh, 
and by a ſenſible and over-powering evi- 
dence, to bear down the prejudices of infi- 
delity ; but there are ſecret charms in 9004- 


Þ, 


xeſs, which take faſt hold of the hearts of 
men and do inſenſlibly, bur effectually 
command our love and eſteem. 

And lurely nothing can be more proper 
to the occaſion of this Day, than a Dil. 
courle upon this Argument ; which lo di. 
{ly tends to correct that unchriltian {pi- 
rit, and miſtaken zeal, which hath been 
the caule of all our troubles and con- 
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fuſions, and had ſo powerful an influence 

upon that horrid Tragedy, which was de- 

ſigned, now near upon fourſcore years ago, 
to have been acted as upon this Day. 

And that we may the better underſtand 
the reaſon of our Saviour's reproof here 
in the Text, it will be requiſite to conſider 
te occaſion of this hot and furious zeal, 
which appeared in ſome of his Diſciples. 
Andthar was this, Our Saviour was going 
from Galidee ro Jeruſalem, and being to pals 
through a Village of Samaria, he = mel- 
lengers before him, to prepare entertain- 
ment for him ; but the People of that Place 
would not receive him, becauſe he was 
going to Jeruſalem: The reaſon whereof 
was, the difference of Religion, which then 
was between the Jews and the Samaritans. 
Of which I ſhall give you this brief ac- 
count, 

Theſe Samaritans were originally that 
Colony of the Aſyrians, which we find in 
the Book of Kings, was, upon the Capti- 
vity of the Ten Tribes, planted in Samaria 
by Salmanaſſar. "They were Heathens, and 
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worſhipped their own Idols, till they were 
ſo infeſted with Lions, that for the redreſ 
of this miſchief they delired to be inſtructed 
in the worſhip of the God of 1ſrael, hoping | 
by this means to appeaſe the anger of the 
God of the Country ; and then they wor: 
ſhipped the God of Iſrael together with 
their own Idols; for lo it is laid in the 
Hiſtory of the Kings, "Thar they feared tle 
Lord, and ſer ved their own Gods . | 
After the Tribe of Judah were returned | 
from the Captivity of Babylon, and the 
Temple of Jeruſalem was rebuilt, all the 
Jews were obliged by a ſolemn Covenantto MI] 
d 
0 


put away their Heathen Wives. Ir happen- 
ed, that Tanaſſes, a Jewiſh Prieſt, had 
married the Daughter of Sanballat the Sz: (MW » 


maritan ;. and being unwilling to put away i 
his Wife, Sanballat excited the Samaritans to & 
build a Temple upon Mount Gerizim, near tc 


the City of Samaria, in oppolition to the M £ 

Temple at Jeruſalem, and made Manaſſes, W nc 

his Son in Law, Prieſt there. ba 
Upon the — of this new Temple, 

there arole a great feud between the me 

an 
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and Samaritans, which in proceſs of time 
grew tO ſo violenta hatred, that chey would 
not ſo much as ſhew common civili- 
ry to one another. And this was the 
reaſon why the Samaritans would not 
receive our Saviour 1n his journey, becauſe 
they perceived he was going to woſhipat 
Jeruſalem. | 
At this uncivil uſage of our Saviour, two 

of his Diſciples, James and John, preſently 
take fire, and out of a well-meaning zeal 
for the honour of their Maſter, and of the 
true God, and of Jeruſalem, the true place 
of his worſhip, they are immediacly for 
diſpatching out of the way theſe Enemies 
of God, and Chriſt, and the true Religi- 
on, thele Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, for {o 
they called one another : And to this end 
they defire our Saviour to give them power 
to call for fire from Heaven to conſume them, as 
Elias had done in a like caſe, and that too 
not far from Samaria ; and it is not impro- 
bable char their being ſo near the place 
where Elias had done £ like before, might . 
prompt them to this requeſt, 

Our 
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Our Saviour ſeeing them in this hea 
notwithſtanding all the reaſons they pre. 
tended for their paſſion, and for all they 
ſheltered themſelves under the great Ex- 
ample of Elias, doth very calmly, bur ſe. 
ſeverely reprove this temper of theirs, You 
know not what manner of Spirit ye are of ;* for 
the Son of Man ts not come to deſtroy mens lives, 
but to ſave them. 

rotius obſerves, that theſe two excel- 
lent Sentences are left out in a Fanſcrip 
chat is in England. 1 cannot tell what Ma- 
nuſcript he refersto, but if it were a Copy 
written out in the height of Popery, no 
wonder if {ome zealous Tranſcriber of- 
fended at this paſſage, ſtruck it out of the 
Goſpel, being confident our Saviour would 
not ſay any thing, that was ſo directly con- 
trary to the current Doctrine and pradtice 
of thoſe times. But thanks be to God, 
this admirable Saying is {till preferv'd, and 
can never be made ule of upon a fitter oc- 
caſ1on. 

Ye know not what manner of Spirit ye are 
of : - That is, Ye own your {elves to be * 

Dil: 
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Diſciples, but do you conſider what ſpi- 
ric now acts and governs you ? Not that 
ſurely which my Doctrine defigns to 
| mould and faſhion you into, which is not 
a furious and perſecuting and deſtructive 
ſpirit , but mild and gentle and ſaving ; 
tender of the lives and intereſts of men, 
even of thoſe who are our greateſt Ene- 
mies : You ought to conſider, That you 
are not now under the rough and ſowr 
Diſpenſation of the Law , G the calm 
and peaceable Inſtitution of the Goſpel, 
to which the Spirit of Elias, though he was 
a very good man in his time, would be 
altogether unſuitable. God permitted it 
then, under that imperfect way of Reli- 
gion, but now under the Goſpel it would 
be intolerable : For that deſigns univerſal 
love, and peace, and good-will ; andnow 
no difference of Religion, no pretence of 
zeal for God and Chriſt can warrant and 
juſtifie this paſſionate and fierce, this vin- 

dittive and exterminating ſpirit : 
For the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy 
mens lives, but to ſave them. He lays in- 
B 2 deed 
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deed elſe-where, that he was not come ty 
ſend Peace, but a Sword ; which we are nor 
to underſtand of the natural tendency. of 
his Religion, bur of the accidental event 
and effe& of it, through the malice and 
perverſneſs of Men: But here he ſpeaks 
of the proper intention. and deſign of his 
coming ; He came not to kill and deſtroy, 
but for the bealing of the Nations ; for the (al- 
vation and redemption of Mankind, no 
only from the wrath to come, but from a great 


part of the evils and miſeries of this life: 
He came to diſcountenance all fierceneſ; | 
and rage and cruelty in men, one towards 

another ; to reſtrain and ſubdue that furi. C 
ous and unpeaceable Spirit, which is (o 

troubleſome to the world, and the cauſe MI - / 
of ſo many miſchiefs and diſorders in it: a1 
And to introduce a Religion wh'ch con- th 


ſulcs not only the eternal Salvation of mens 
ſouls, but their temporal peace and lecu- 
rity, their comfort and happinels in this 
world. 

The words thus explain'd contain this 
Obſervation, That a revengeful and cruel and 
| deſtructive 
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deſtruftive Spirit, 1s direftly- contrary to the de- 
ſyn and temper of the Goſpel, and not to. be ex- 
cuſed upon any pretence of zeal for God and 
Religion. 

In the proſecution of this: Argument, 
| ſhall confine my. Diſcourſe ro thele Three 
heads. 

Firſt, To ſhew the oppolition of this 
ſpirir ro the true Spirit and deſign of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

Secondly, The unjuſtifiableneſs of ir up- 
on any pretence of zeal for God and Re- 
ligion. 

Thirdyy, To apply this Diſcourle to the 
occaſion of- this Day. 

Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew the oppoſition of this 
. ſpirit to the true Spirit and deſign of the (hriſti- 
an Religion : "That it is directly oppoſite to 
the main and fundamental Precepts of the 
Goſpel; and to the great Paterns and ex- 
amples of our Religion, our bleſſed Savi- 
or, and the Primitive Chriſtians. = 

1. This ſpirit which our Saviour here 
reproves in his Diſciples, . is directly oppo- 
re to the main and fundamental Precepts 

of 
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of the Goſpel; which command us tg 
love one another, and to love all men, even our 
very enemies ; and are fo far from permit. 
ting us to perlecute thoſe who hate us, that 
they forbid us to hate thoſe who perſecute 
us : They require us, to be merciful, as oyy 
Father which is -in Heaven is merciful; to be 
kind and tender-hearted , forbearing one ajv- 
ther, and forgiving one another , if any man 
have a quarrel agamſt any, even as God fy 
Chriſt's ſake bath forgiven us : And to put on, 
as tie eleft of God, bowels of mercy, meekuſs 


and long-ſuffering, and to follow peace with all | 


men, and to ſhew all meekneſs to all men: And 
particularly the Paſtors and Governors 
of the Church are eſpecially charged to be 
of this temper : The ſervant of the Lord muſt 
not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all men; apt to 
teach, in meekneſs inſtrufting thoſe that .oppoſ 
themſelves, if peradventure God will give them 
repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth. 
Toall which Precepts, and many morethat 
I might reckon up, nothing can be more 
plainly oppoſite, than inhumane Cruelties 
and Perſecutions, treacherous __ 
8 an 
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tl bloody Maſlacres, a barbarous Inqui- 
firion, and a holy League to extirpate all that 


differ from us. And in ſtead of inſtructing in 


meekneſs thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, to convert 
men with fire and faggor,and toteach them, 
15 Gideon did the men of Succoth, with briars 
nd thorns ; and inſteadof waiting for their 
repentance. and endeavouring to recover 
them out of the ſnare of the Devil, ro pur 
chem quick into his hands, and to diſpatch 
them to hell as faſt as is poſſible. IF the 
precepts of Chriſtianity can be contradi- 
&ed, ſurely it cannot be done more grolly 
and palpably chan by ſuch pratiles. 

2, This Spirit is likewiſe direly oppo- 
fire to the great paterns and examples of our 
Religion, our bleſſed Saviour, and the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians. It was propheſied of our 
Saviour, that he ſhould be the Prince of peace ; 
and ſhould make ir one of his great buſi- 
neſſes upon earth , to make peace in hea- 
ven and earth, to reconcile men to God, 
and to one another ; to take up all thofe 
feuds, and to extinguiſh all thoſe animo- 
fries that were in the world; to bring to 
agreement 


—— — 


A So preached Novemb., 5. 


Py 


Ia ae eee nn YO 
agreement and a peaceable demeanour one 


towards another thoſe that were moſt gi. 
ſtant in their tempers and intereſts, to make 
the lamb and the wolf lie down together, that there 
might be no more deſtroying nor devouring in al 
God's holy mountain ; that is, that that cruel 
anddeſtructive {pirit which prevailed before 
in the world, ſhould then be baniſhed out 
of all Chriſtian ſocieties. 

And in conformity to thele predictions, 
when our Saviour was born into the world, 
the Angels ſang that heavenly Anthem, Gl- 
ry to God in the higheſt, peace on earth, and god 
will among men. And when he appeared in 


the world, his whole life and carriage was 


gentle and peaceable, full of meeknels and 
charity. His great bufineſs was to be be- 
nefcial to others, to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loſt , he went about doing 900d, to 
the bodies, and to the ſouls of men : his 
miracles were not deſtructive to mankind, 
but healing and charitable. He could, if 
he had plealed, by his miraculous power 
have confounded his enemies , and have 
thundred out death and deſtru&ion _ 
o the 
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the Infidel world , as his pretended Yicar 
hath ſince done againſt Hereticks. But in- 
tending that his Religion ſhould be propa- 
cated in human ways, and that Men ſhould 
be drawn to the profeſſion of it by the bands 
of love, and the cords of a man, ” the gentle 
and peaceable methods of Reaſon and per- 
ſuaſion ; he gave no example of a furious 
zeal and religious rage againſt thoſe who 
deſpiſed his Do&rine. It was propounded 

to men for their great advantage, and the 
rejected it at their utmoſt peril. Ir ſeemed 
good to the Author of this Inſticution to 
compell no man to it by temporal puniſh- 
ments. When he went about making proſe- 
lyres, he offered violence to no man, only 
ſaid, If any man will be my diſciple, Tf any man 
will come after me. And when his diſciples 
were leaving him, he does not let up an In- 
quiſition to torture and punith them for 
their defeCtion from the faith ; only ſays, 
Wil ye alſo go away ? 
And in imitation of this bleſſed Patern, 
the Chriſtian Church continued to ſpeak and 
at for ſeveral Ages. And this was the lan- 
« C guage 
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guage of the holy Fathers, Lex nova nm e 
vindicat ultore gladio, - the Chriſtian Lay 
doth nor avenge it {elf by the {word. This 
was then the ityle of Councils, Nemini ad 
credendum vim inferre, to offer violence to 
no man to compel him to the Faith, ] 
proceed in the 

Second place, to ſhew the Unjuſtifible- 
neſs of this ſpirit upon any pretence whatſoever of 
zeal for God and Religion. No caſe can 
be put with Circumſtances of greater ad- 
vantage, and more likely to juſtify this ſpi- 
rit and temper, than the caſe here in the 
Text. Thoſe againſt whom the diſciples 
would have called for fire from Heaven, were 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks from the true 
Church ; they had affront:d our Saviour 
himſelf in his own perſon ; the honour of 
God, and of that Religion which he had 
{er up in the world, and of Jeruſalem which 
he had appointed for the place of his wor- 


{hip were all concerned in this caſe: lo | 
that if ever it were warrantable to put | 


on this fierce and furious zeal, here was a 


cale that ſeemed to require it : But even in 
& thele 
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theſe circumſtances our Saviour thinks fit to 
rebuke and dilcountenance this([pirit, Ye know 
wot what manner of ſpirit ye are of. And he 
gives ſuch a Reaſon, as ought in all diffe- 
rences. of Religion, how wide ſoever they 
be, ro deter men from this temper, For the 
Son of man 1s not come to deſtroy mens lives, but 
to ſave them , that is, this Spiric is utterly 
inconſiſtent with the great delign of Chriſti- 
an Religion, and the end of our Saviour's 
coming into the world. 

And now what hath the Church of Rome 
to plead for her cruelty to men for the cauſe 
of Religion , which the Diſciples mighr 
not much better have pleaded for themſelves 
in their caſe ? what harh ſhe to ſay againſt 
thoſe who are the objects of her cruelty and 
perſecution, which would not have held 
2gainft the Samaritans * Does ſhe practice 
theſe ſeverities out of a zeal for truth, and 
forthe honour of God, and Chriſt, and the 
true Religion 2 Why upon thele very ac- 
counts it was, that the Diſciples would have 
called for fire from Feaven to have deſtroyed 
the Samaritans. Is the Church of Rome per- 

C 2 {waded, 
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{waded, that thoſe whom ſhe perſecutes are 


Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, and that no 
uniſhmenrt can be too. great for ſuch of. 
tenders! So the Diſciples were perſuaded 
of the Samaritans; and upon much better 
grounds: Only the Diſciples had ſome ex- 
cule jn their cale,which the Church of Rome 
hath not ; and that was Ignorance : And 
this apology our Saviour makes for them, 
ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of: 
They had been bred up inthe Jewiſh Reli- 
gion, which gave ſome indulgence to this 
kind of temper, and they were able to cite 
a great Example for themſelves ; beſides, 
they were then bur learners, and nor 
throughly inſtructed in the Chriſtian do- 
Bur in the Church of Rome, what- 
ever the caſe of particular perlons-may be, 
as to the whole Church and: the Governin 
part of it, this ignorance is wilful and afte- 
&ed, and therefore inexculable. _ For the 
Chriſtian Religion, which they profes to 
embrace, do's as plainly teach the contra- 
trary, as it do's any other matter whatlo- 
cver: and it 15not more evident in the New 


Teſta- 
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Teſtament, that Chriſt died for ſinners, 
than that Chriſtians ſhould nor kill one an- 
other for the misbelief of any Article of re- 
vealed Religion ; much lefs, for the disbe- 
lief of ſuch Articles as are invented by men, 
and impoled as the Doctrines of Chriſt. 
You have heard what kind of Spirit it 
is, Which our Saviour here reproves in his 
Diſciples. Ir was a furious and deſtructive 
Spirit, contrary to Chriſtian charity. and 
goodneſs. But yet this may be laid in miri- 
gation of their fault, that chey themſelves 
offered .no violence to - their Enemies : 


They letr it to God, and, no doubr, would 


have been very glad that he would have 
manifelted his {everity upon them, by ſend- 
ing down fire from Heaven to have conſu- 
med them. 

But there is a much worle $pirit than this 
in the world, which is not only-contrary 
to ( briſtianity, but ro the common Princi- 
ples of Natural Religion, and even ro Hu- 
manity it ſelf : Which by tal/ſhood and per- 
hdioulneſs, by ſecret plots and conſpira- 
cies, or by open ledition and rebellion, by 
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an Inquiſition or a Maſlacre ; by depoling 


and killing Kings, by fire and fword, by 
the ruine of their Country, and betraying 


it into the hands of Forreigners; and, in 


a word, by diffolving all the bonds of hu. 
mane Society, and {ubverting the peace 
and order «6 the World, that #, by all the 
wicked wayes imaginable doth incite men 
to promote and advance their Religion, 
As if all the world were made for them, 
and there were not only no other Chriſti- 
ans, bur no other Men beſides themſelves, 
as Babylon of old proudly vaunted, . 7 an, 
and there is none beſides me : And as if the 
God, whom the Chriſtians worſhip, were 


not the God of order, but of Confuſion; as if | 


he whom we call the Father of mercies were 
delighted with cruelty, and could not have 


a more pleaſing {acrifice offered to himthan | 


a M-flacre, nor put a greater honour up- 
on his Prieſts then ro make them Judges of 
an Inqu'%:ion, that z, the inventers and 
decreers of rorments for men more righte- 
ous and innocent then themſelves. 

Thus to miſrep;elent God and Religion, 
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:- ro deveſt them of all their Majelty and 
olory. For if that of Seneca be true , that 
ſon boutate nulla majeſtas , without Goodneſs 


there can be no ſuch thing 4s Alajeſty, then to- 


ſeparate goodneſs and mercy from God, com- 
paſſion and charity from Religion, ts ro make 


the two beſt things in the world, God and 


Religion, good for nothing. 
How much righter apprehenfions had 


the Heathen of the Divine Nature , which: 


they looked upon as ſo benign and benefici- 
al to mankind, that(as Tully admirablyſays) 


Dii immortales ad uſum bominum fabrefatti pene 


videantur, the nature of the immortal Gods may: 


almoſt ſeem to be exactly framed for the benefit 
and advantage of men. And as for Religion, 
they always {peak of it as the great band 
of humane Society, and the foundation of 
truth, and fidelity, and juſtice among men. 
But when Religion once comes to ſupplant 
moral-Righteoulſneſs, and co teach men the 
ablurdeſt things in the world, to lye for the 
' truth, and to kill men for God's ſake : when it 
ſerves to no other purpole,, but to be a 
bond of conlpiracy, to inflame the tem- 
pers 
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pers of men to a greater fierceneſs, and» 
let a keener edge upon their ſpirits, and to 
make them ten times more the children of wrath 
and cruelty than they were by nature , then 
ſurely it loles its nature and ceaſes to be Re- 
lizion : For let any man ſay worſe of Atheiſm 
and Infidelity, if he can. And, for God's 
ſake, what is Religion good for, burto re- 
form the manners and diſpoſitions of men, 
to reſtrain humane nature from violence 
and cruelty, from falſehood and treachery, 
from Sedition and Rebellion 2 Better it 
were there were no revealed Religion, and 
that humane nature were left to the condut 
of its own principles and inclinations,which 
are much more mild & mercitul,much more 
for the peace and happinels of humane So- 
ciety ; then to be acted by a Religion that 
inſpires men with ſo wild a fury, and 
prompts them to commit ſuch out-rages, 
and is continually ſupplanting Government, 
and undermining the welfare of mankind; 
in ſhort, ſuch a Religion as teaches mento 
propagate and advance it felt by means io 
evidently contrary to the very nature and end 
of all Religion. And 
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' And this, if it be well conſidered, will 


appear tO be a very convincing way of 


reaſoning, by ſhewing the laſ reſalc and 
conſequence of ſach Principles, aad of 
ſuch a Train of Propoſitions, to be a moſt 
croſs ard palpable abſurdity. | For exam- 
ple, We will at preſent admit Popery to 
be the tracReligion, and their DoFrines 
of extirpating Hereticks, of the lawtful- 
neſs of depoſing Kings and ſubvyerting 
Government, by all the cruel and wicked 
ways that can be thought of, to be, as 1n 
truth they are, the Dodrines of this Re- 
ligion: In this Cale, I would not tron- 
ble my ſelf to debate particulars; bur it 
in the groſs, and upon the whole matter 
ir be evident, that ſach a Religion as thus 
15 as bad or wor: than Infidelity and no- 
Religion, this 15 conviction cnonch to a 
wile man, and as cood as a Nemonſtra- 
tion, that this is not- the true Religion, 
and chas it cannot be from God. 

How muci better Teachers of Relio1- 
on were the old Heather Prilyfoph: YS2 in 
all whoſe Books and \Vritings there is 


D not 
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not one Principle to be found. of rear 
chery or Rebellion; nothing that giyes 
the leaſt countenance to an Aſſa mation 
or a Maſiacre, to the betraying ot ones 
Native Country , or the cutting of his 
Neighbours throat for difference in OPi- 
nion. I ſpcak it with prict and ſhame, 
becauſe the credit of our common Chri- 


ſtianity 18 ſomewhat concerned 1n it, that 


Panxtins and Antipater and Diogenes the 
Stoick, Tully and Plutarch and Seneca 
were much honeſter and more Chriſtian 
Caſuiſts, than the Jeſuits are, or the gene- 
rality of the Caſuifts of any other Order, 
that I know of, in the Church of Rome, 


I come now in the 


Third and laſt place, to make ſome 
Application of this Diſcourſe. 


rt. Let not Religion ſuffer for thoſe 
faults and miſcarriages which really pro- 
cced from the ignorance of Religion, and 
from the want of it. That under colour 


and pretence of Rego, very bad things 
are 
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are done, 13 no argument thar Religion it 
ſc]f is not good : Becauſe the beſt rhings 
are liable kd be perverted and abuled to 
very i]l purpoſes, nay the —— of 
them 1s commonly the worst : 5. as, they ſay, 
the richeſt and nobleſt Vines make thr 
ſhar peſt Vinegar. If the lizht that is in 
jou, ſays our Saviour, be darkneſs, how creat 
is that darkneſs ? 

2. Let us beware of that Church which 
countenanceth this zxchriftian ſpirit here 
condemned by our Saviour ; and which 
teaches ſuch DoZirines, and warrants ſuch 
Practices as are conlonant thereto, You all 
know, without my ſaying ſo, that I mean 
the Charch of Rome; in which are taught 
fuch Doctrines as thele, That Bereticks, 
tat 75 all who differ from them 1n matters 
of Faith, are to be extirpated by fire and 
word ; which was decreed in the ihird 
and fourth Lateran Councils, where all 
= 1\tans are ſtrictly charged to cndca- 

Our this to the uttermoſt of their power, 
Sicut reputari eupinnt > baberi fid:!os, as 
they deſire to by efteemed and accimned 

ID 2 Chriſtians. 
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Chriftians, Next their DoGrines of deno. 


ſing Kings, and of abſolving their ſubjefs. 


from obedience to them ;, which were not 
only univerſally believed, but practifed 
by the Popes and.Roman Church tor ſeye. 
ral Ages. Iideed this DoQrine harh not 
been at all times alike frankly and openly 
avowed , but it is undoubtedly theirs ; 
and hath frequently be put in executi- 
on, though they have not thought it ſo 
convenient at. all turns to make profeſii. 
on of it. Its a certain kind of Engine, 
which is to be ſcru'd up or let down,as-oc- 


caſion ſerves; and is commonly kept like 


Goliah's Sword in the SanGuary,but yet ſo 


that the High-Prieft can lend .it out upon. 


at extraordinary occaſion. 


And for PraGicesr conſonant to theſe 


Do&Srines, I (hall go no further than the 
horrid "and bloody Defren of this Day. 


Such a Myſtery of Iniquity, as had been. 


hid from ages and generations ; Such a 
Maſter-piece of Villany, as eye had not 
ſeen, nor ear beard, . nor ever before entred 


into. th: heart of man: So prodigiouſly 
| -—Pag-- 
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Birbarous, both in-the ſubſtance and cir- 
cum{tances of it, as 1s noe to be paralle]]'d. 
in all the voluminous Records of Time, 
from the foundation of the World. 

Of late years our Adwerſaries, for fo 
tiey have made themſelves without ans 
provocation of ours, haye almoſt had che 
impudence to deny ſo plain a matter of 
fat ; bur 1 wiſh they have not taken an 
fetualccourle, by freſh Conſpiracies, of 
equal or greater horrour, to confirm rhe 
belief of it with a witneſs. Bar [I ſhall 
not anticipate what-will be more proper 
for another Day, but confine my ſelf ro 
the preſent Occaſion. 

[ will not trouble you with the parti- 
cular Narrative of this dark Conſpiracy, 
nor the oblcure manner of its diſcovery, 
which Be!larmine himſelt acknowledges: 
not to have been without a Miracle. Let us 
thank God thar it was ſo happily diſco- 
vered and diſappointed, as I hope their 
reſent defign will be, by the ſame won- 
derful and merciful providence of God 
towards a moſt uaworthy People, ' And 
may. : 
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may the /ameneſs and halting of Ionating 
Loyola, the Founder of the Feſuits, ne- 
ver depart from that Order, but be a Fate 
continually attending all their villanous 
Plots and Contrivances. 

I (ball oaly obſerve to you, that after 
the diſcovery.of this Plot the Authors of 
it were not convinced of the evil, bat 
ſorry for the milcarriage of it. Sir Evry- 
ard! Digby, whoſe very original Papers 
and Letters are now in my hands, after 
he was in Priſon, and knew he muſt ſuf. 
fer, calls it the beſt Cauſe ; and was ex- 
rremely troubled to hear 1t cenſured by 

ztholicks and Prieſts, contrary to his ex. 
peft, 1tien, for a great fin : Let me tell yas, 
tays he, whet 2 prief it is, to hear THAT 
fo wt condemned, which I did b:licy: 

rould have been otherwiſe thought of by Ca 

tholicks. Row yet he concludes that Le: 
te with rhe words, In bow fill jy 
/d I dye, ” could do any this for the 


Canf; which I love more than my life. 


And, 10 another Letter, he ſays, he could 


have faid jomerhing to haye mi itizated 
oh 


—— 
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the odinum of this buſineſs, as to that Point 
of involving thole of his own Religion 
in the common ruine, I dire not (frys 
he) take that conrſe that I could to mak; 
it appear leſs odions, for divers wer? 19 
ave been bronobÞt ont of danger, who now 
would rather burt them than otherwi fe. #F 
do net think there would have been three 
worth the ſaving that ſhould hawe been loft. 
And as to the reſt, that were to have been 
ſrallow'd up 1n thar deſtruttion, he ſeems 
not to have the leaſt relenting in his 
mind about them. All doubts he ſeems- 
to have look 'd upon as temptations, and 
intreats his Friends fo pray for the pardon- 
ing of his not ſufficient firiving againſt 
temptations fince this buſineſs was under- 
t00k, 

Good God ! that any thing 15 call- 
cd Religion ſhould ſo perfectly ſtrip men 
ot all humanity, and transform the mild 
2nd gentle race of mankind into fuch 
Wolves and Tigers : that ever a pretend- 
zeal for Thy glory ſhould inſtigate 
men to diihonoar Thee at ſuch a rate. 
It: 
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It is believed by many, and not withour 


cauſe, that the Pope and his FaGion are 
the Antichriſt, 1 will fay no more than 
] know in this matter : I am not ſure 
chat, it is be that 1s particularly deſioned 
in Scripture by that Name ; but however 
chat be, I challenge Antichriſt himſelf, 
whoever he be, and whenever he comes, 
to do worle and wickeder things than 
thele. | 

But I muſt remember my Text, and 
take heed of imitating that Spirit which 
1s there condemned, whilſt I am 1nveigh. 
ing againſt it. And in truth it almoſt 
looks uncharitably to ſpeak the truth in 
theſe matters, and barely to. relate what 
theſe men have not bluth'd to do. I need 
not, nay I cannot, aggravate theſe things, 
they are too- horrible 1n themſelves, even 
wen they are exprels'd in the ſoiceſt and 
gentleſt words. 

I would not be underſtood to charge 
every particular perſon who 1s, or hath 
been, in the Roman Communion, with the 
guilt of theſe or the Jike practiſes : Butl 

| muſt 
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muſt- charge their DoGrines and Princi- %1.. 1 
ples with them ; I muſt charge the Heads 
of their Charch, and the prevalent teach- 
ing and governing part of it, who are uſu- 


ally the contrivers and abetters, the exe- TY 
cutioners and applauders of thefe curſed $44 
Deligns. | with 

| do willingly acknowledg the great Til: 


Piety and Charity of ſeveral perſons who A. | 
have lived and dyed in that Communion, UT TH2 0 
xEraſmns,Father Paul, Thuanns,and many BON "AG, 04h 
others; who had in truth more goodneſs i at © 
than the Principles of that Religion do 
either incline men to, or allow of, And 
et he that conſiders how univerſally al- 
moſt the Papiſts in Ire/and were engaged 
in that Maſſacre, which is ſtill freſh in onr 
memories, will find it very hard to de- 
termine how many degrees of innocency 
and good naturc, or oi coldnels and in- 
difterency in Religion , are neceſlary to | 
overballance the fury of a blind 'zeal and 
a miſguided Conſcience. Fi 
| doubt not but Papiſts are made like by ht 
| other men, Nature hath not generally gt- [i Wh 
E ver: M10. | 
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ven them ſuch favaze and cruel difpoſiti. 
ons ; but their Religion hath made them 
lo. Whereas true Chriſtiamty 1s nor only 
the beſt, but the beſt-natur'd Inſtitution 
in the world ; and fo tar as any Church 
is departed from good nature,and become 
cruel and barbarous, fo far is it degenerz. 
ted from- Chriſtianity. I am oth to (ay it, 
and yetI am confident 'ris very true, That 
many. Papiſtsy would have been excellent 
perfons,and very good men,if their Rel. 
gion had not hindered them ; 1t the Do- 
Grinzs and Principles of their Church 


had not perverted and ſpoiled their natu- MW | 
ral diſpoſittons. 4 

I ſpeak not this-to exaſperate Tor, wor . 
thy Patriots, and the great Bulwark of our ( 
Religion, to any unreaſonable or unneceſ- F 
fary, much leſs znchriſtian Severities a- | 1 
gainſt them : No, let us not do like them; MW 
let us never do any thing for Religion that MI ,, 


13 contrary to 1t : But | {peak it to awa- ſo 
ken. your - care. thus far, That it then WM 6; 


Pries will always be putting thele pet» WI 
nicious. Principles into the minds of the MW 


Fe of-e 


of the generous humanity and Chri 
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People, effectual Proviſion may be made, 
that it may never bein their power again 
zo put them in practiſe. We have found 
by experience, that ever ſince the Refor- 
nation they have been continually peck. 
ing at the foundations of our Peace and 


Religion : When God knows we have 


been fo. far from thirſting after their 
blood, that we did not fo much as de- 
ſire their diſquiet, but in order to onr 
own neceflary ſafety, and indeed to 
theirs. 
And God be praiſed for thoſe match- 
leſs Inſtances which we are able to give 
ian 
temper of the Engliſh Proteſtants, Aﬀeer 
Q Maryes death, when the Proteſtant Re-+ 
ligion was reſtored, Biſhop Boxxer, not- 
withſtanding all his Cruelties and But- 
cheries, was permitted quietly to ive 
and dye amongſt us, And after the Trea- 
ſon of this Day, nay at this very time, 
ince the diſcovery of ſo barbarous a De- 
gn, and the higheſt provocation in the 
world, by the-treacherous murder of one 
E 2 of 
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of His Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace, x. 
very good Man,and a moſt excellent Ma. 
aiſtrare, who had been aGtive in the di. 
covery of this Plot; I ſay, after al] this, 


and notwithſtanding the continued and 


:nſupportable inſolence of their carriage 
and behaviour, even upon this occaſien, 
no violence, nay not fo much as any inci. 
vility, that I ever heard of, hath been of. 


fer'd to any of them. I would to God they 


would but ſeriouſly conſider this one dif. 
ference between our Religion and theirs, 
and which of them comes neareſt to the 


Wiſdom mhich 3s from above, which is 


peaceable, and gentle, and full of mercy, 
And I do heartily pray, and. have good 


hopes, that upon this occaſion God will 


open their eyes ſo far, as to convince 2 
oreat many among them, that that cannot. 
be the true Religion which inſpires men 
with ſuch barbarons minds. 

I have now done. and 1t I have been 
cranſported upon. this Argument fome. 
what beyond my uſual temper, the Oc- 
caſton of this Dy, and our prelent cir. 
cums 


before the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


———— 
cum ances will, T hope, bear me our, 1 


have exprelied my ſelf all along with a 
ſt ſenſe, and with no unjuſt feveriry, 
concerning theſe horrid Principles and 


Praciſes ; but yet with great pity and 


:enderneſs towards thoſe miſerably ſedu- 
ced Souls, who have been deluded hy 
them, and enſnared in them, And 1 
can truly ſay, as the Roman Orator did 
of. himſelf upon another occaſion, Me 
natura miſericordem, patria ſevernum, cra- 
delem nec patria nec natura eſſe voluit. My 
nature enclines me to be tender and com- 
paſſionate 3 a hearty zeal for our Re- 
ligion, and concernment for the publique 
welfare of my Countrey, my perhaps 
have made me a little ſevere ; but nei- 
ther my natural diſpotiition, nor the 
temper of the Engliſh Nation, nor the 
Geni;:5 of the Prot:ſtant, that 3s the true 
ClriFian Religion , will allow me to 
be cruel, 

For the future, Let us encorrage our 
/elves in the Lord our God; and commit 
our Cauſe, and- the keeping of our Souls 
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. to Him in well doing: And, under God, 
let us leave it to the wiſdom and care of 
His Majeſty, and His two Houſes of Parlia- 
.ment, to make a laſting Proviſion for the 
ſecurity of our Peace and Religion, a- 
gainſt all the ſecret contrivances and open 
attempts of theſe ſons of violence. And 
let us remember thoſe words of David, 
Pſal.27. 2,123, 4, 4 5, The wicked plotterh 
againjt the juſt, and gnaſheth upon him 
with his teeth: The Lord ſhalf laugh at 
him, for he feeth that his day 1s coming, 
The wicked have drawn out the ſword, and 
bent their bow, to caſt down the poor and 
needy, and to ſlay ſuch as be of upright 
converſaticn : Their ſword ſhall enter in. 


to their own heart, and their bowes ſhall be | 
broken. | | 

And I hope, conſidering what God i 
hath heretofore done, and hath now be. a 


gun to do for us, we may take encourage- 
ment to our ſelves, againſt all the Ene- 
mies of our Religion, which are conte- 
derated againſt us, in the words of the 
Prophet, 1/2.8. 9,10, Aſſociate your —_ 

Je 


pm_ 
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befare the Honourable Honſe of Commons.” 35 
0 Je People, and ye ſhall be broken in” 


Drec2s, and give ear, all ye of far Coun- 
treys : Grd your ſelves, and ye ſhall be bro. 
hen in pteces : Gird your ſelwes, and ye ſhall 
be broken in pieces: Take counſel together, 
anl it ſhall come to nonght : Speah, the 
word and it ſhall not ftand , FOR: GOD IS 
WITH US: 

And now what remains? But tomake © 
our moſt devout and thankful acknow- - 
iedgments to Almighty God, for the in- 
valuable blefling of our Reformed Reli-- 
gion, and for the miraculous Deliverance * 
of this Day; and for the wonderful Diſ- 
covery of -the Jare horrid and barbarous 
Conſpiracy againſt our Prince,” our Peace, 
and our Religron,-. 

To Him-therefore; our moſt gracious and 
merciful God, our Shield, and our Rock, 
and our - mighty. Deliverer : Who hath 
brought us out of -the land of Egypt; and 
out of the Houle of. bondage; and hath 
fet us free from Popiſh Tyranny and Super- 
ſtition,” a yoke which neither we nor our -- 
*athers wereiable to bear. 
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IV ho bath, from time to time, delivered 
us from the bloody and mercileſs deſicus 
of wicked and unreaſonable men; and 
hath render'd all the plots an contrivances, 
the miſchievous counſels and devices, of 
theſe worſe-than-Heathens, of none ef: 


febt. 


IV ho, did, as upon this Day, reſcue ons 
King and our Princes, our Nobles and the 
Heads of our Tribes, the Governours of 
our Church and the Judges of the Land, 
from that fearful - Deſtruction which wa; 
ready to have ſwallowed them up. 

Who Still brings to light the- hidden 


things of dark nels, .and hath hitherto pre- 


wroed aur Religion and Civil intereſts to 
us, in deſpite of all the malicions and reſt. 


"Teſs attempts of- our Adwverſaries, 


Unto that great God, who hath done | 


great things for us, and hath ſaved us by a 
mighty Salvation : Ihe hath delivered us, 
and doth deliver us, and, we truſt, will 


ſtill deliver us; be glory and honour,thanks- 


giving and praiſe,from generation to genera- 


tzon. Andlet all the people fay, Amen, 
| FINES. 


